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Cleaning Tile
Our salespeople and industry professionals always recommend a pH-neutral cleaner for tile, but a quick “tile cleaning” search on the internet will give you results such as: Tilex®, Clorox®, Comet®, etc.  Each of these products is wonderful, and it’s true that they will not harm Ceramic or Porcelain, but there are other types of tile, and your tile is only half of the installation.

Acidic cleaning products react with calcium, lime, and other soft mineral materials that are found in grout, the other half of your tile installation.  An acidic cleaning product may clean the grout, but it also eats away at it, creating larger pores and more space for staining agents to take hold. Over time, acidic cleaners will eat out grout to the point where it stains more easily, cleans poorly, and it may even break down so much so that the grout falls out from between the tiles.  Grout is generally seen as the most aggravating aspect of a tile job, but it will last, if taken care of properly.
Whether or not you worry about your grout is one thing, but owning a natural stone is another.

Acidic cleaners (including vinegar, lemon juice, ammonia, and those name brands mentioned above, plus others) are WHOLLY damaging to marble, travertine, limestone, slate, etc.  
A good example is CLR® and Marble.  CLR, a wonderful cleaning product for cast iron tubs and the like, stands for “Calcium. Lime. 
Rust. [Remover]”  Already, you have named the prime geologic ingredient that forms marble: Calcium (calcite).  If CLR is designed to take Calcium, Lime, and Rust off of cast iron what do you think it will do to a product composed almost entirely of calcium?

Acidic liquids will etch a natural stone (remove the surface layer) and are, often times, impossible to withdraw from the stone, as they continue to eat into the material.

It has been our experience that people who have invested in porcelain or ceramic tile have also purchased marble or another natural stone for some part of their home, so why keep a cleaning product around that could easily destroy your natural stone?  Choose pH-neutral, as recommended by professionals at Creative Tile and throughout the industry, and your grout and stone will always be safe.
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